
Rainforests: people and plants 
Classroom activity pack 
This pack contains a series of activities for you to complete with your class 
both before and after your visit to Kew. 

You may choose to do all the activities or just select one. Post-visit 
activities are intended to build on the learning from the educational 
session at Kew. Many of the resources can be used on a whiteboard or can 
be printed.



Pre-visit 
teacher notes 

Thank you for booking the Rainforests: people and plants education session at 
Kew. 

You can use the pre-visit activity to support your pupils’ learning. 

Ahead of your visit, your pupils could go on an imaginary sensory journey 
through a tropical rainforest.  Pupils could discuss what they may see, hear, 
smell, touch and taste in a tropical rainforest.  
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For the activity, you may wish to challenge pupils to use descriptive techniques 
such as expanded noun phrases, similes, metaphors, alliteration and 
personification, to describe their sensory journey.  

Pupils could record their ideas in the mind map or table provided. 

Key vocabulary: 
Rainforest, forest floor, understory, canopy, emergent, tropical, climate.

Example sentences: 
- On the damp, dark forest floor, I saw a cool stream snaking around the

towering trees.

- The warm air embraced me in a sweaty hug, as the sounds of thousands of
birds filled the canopy.

- I touched the soft coats of moss covering huge boulders, whilst gazing at
the vibrant vines twirling around the tropical trees.
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You could ask pupils to create a mind map to describe their sensory journey to 
the tropical rainforest using descriptive techniques.  

Touch

Sight
Taste

Smell

Sound

My journey to the 
tropical rainforest



Sense Adjectives Sentence 

Sight 

Sound 

Taste 

Touch 

Smell 
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You could ask pupils to complete a table to describe their sensory journey to the 
tropical rainforest using descriptive techniques.  



 
 
 
 

Imagine you are walking through a tropical rainforest. 

What might you see, hear, smell, touch and taste in a tropical 
rainforest?
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Key Vocabulary: Rainforest, forest floor, understory, canopy, 
emergent, tropical, climate



 
 
 
 
 

Smell

Sound

Touch

Sight

My journey to the 
tropical rainforest

Taste
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Sight 

Sound 

Taste 
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We hope that the teaching session at Kew assisted in developing the skills 
and knowledge of your pupil’s and provided them with an insight into the 
amazing plants and world-leading plant science at Kew. 

Following your visit, you can use the post-visit activity to further support your 
pupils’ learning. 

Pupils could choose a plant that they saw in Kew’s rainforest that they think 
should be protected.  They could write a persuasive letter to explain why the 
Kew funding team should protect their chosen plant. They could describe 
how the plant is useful and why it is worth conserving.  This activity will 
consolidate learning from the session and will demonstrate an understanding 
of the importance of rainforests and the need to protect them.  
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Post-visit 
teacher notes 



 

During your visit to Kew you visited the rainforest and saw some 
of the different ways plants are used, for example, as foods or 
medicines.  
 
Choose one plant that you think should be protected by Kew in 
the rainforest and think about why your plant should be 
protected. 
 
Key vocabulary: 

product medicines food 
biodiversity 

artefact rainforest 

useful 

Post-visit 
pupil activity 



Kew has decided to fund a project to protect one of
your chosen plants.  Write a letter to persuade the 
Kew team why your plant is important and deserves 
funding. 

Plant selected: __________________________ 

Dear Kew funding team, 

Yours Sincerely, 
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