
Plant Poets’ Corner – Wishes of survival 

More than 32,000 species are threatened 
with extinction. It can be hard to imagine 
what a number like that really means.  

At Kew, scientists, horticulturists, 
educators and leaders are working hard to 
save plants and fungi from extinction, here 
and around the world. As visitors to Kew, 
and as writers, our role can be to start 
conversations, and to help each other 
learn what we need to protect and why. 

Write a wish poem in three steps
Imagine your words could actually protect 
a plant, fungus, animal or place on earth.  

1. Write a list of plants, fungi, animals or 
natural places that mean something to 
you. It might be because they brighten 
your day or hold a special memory for 
you. Spend about three minutes on this 
– you don’t need to include everything! 

If you want, you can use the links 
in the box (on page two) to look up 
species at risk of extinction. Or you 
can write about any species. 

2. Choose one thing you wrote on your list 
and write down all the wishes you can 
think of for that plant, animal, fungus 
or place. It may help to use a repeated 
word like ‘may’ or ‘let’.

3. Write a short poem. Use your wishes. 



Pine
May rain water you.
May sun nourish you.
May needles guard you.
May each cone hold your heart. 

The important thing with a first draft 
poem is not to judge it. Write it, find 
something you like in it, play with it 
if you want to. Then leave it for a bit. 
You might want to show it to someone 
else, you might not. We love receiving 
poems at Kew and will reply when we 
can: communitylearning@kew.org 

Some poems 
• ‘Eagle Poem’ by Joy Harjo

• ‘Extinct’ by Mandy Coe

• ‘Try to Praise the Mutilated World’
by Adam Zagajewski

• ‘Won’t You Celebrate with Me?’
by Lucille Clifton

Learn more about extinction and survival 
from Kew

Watch: What is extinction debt?

Watch: What will a banana look 
like in 2050?

Read: Biodiversity, resilience 
and green recovery

Listen: Unearthed Podcast: 
The Disappearing Forests

Discover: The IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species

All facts included in this resource are taken 
from the sources listed in the box above.  
Created for Kew by poet Miriam Nash.

For more information on Kew, visit kew.org 
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