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Market / Audience
People wishing to know more about the topical issues on plants in relation to our health and
lifestyle, economy and planet.

Key Selling Points

e Comprehensive introduction to the world of plants and why we need them

e Clear, unambiguous text, diagrams and illustration

e Content includes the uses of plants as food crops, in construction and as biofuels,
medication and drugs, modern plant techniques, plant collecting and conservation, and
the impact of humankind on the planet

e Full colour diagrams and photographs throughout

e Written and illustrated by expert scientists from The Open University and the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew

Description

We live surrounded by the beauty and the bounty of the plant world, but we rarely pause to
think about the crucial roles that plants play in nearly every aspect of human life and society.
Why People Need Plants is a wide-ranging and attractive introduction to the science behind the
essential functions performed by plants that affect our everyday lives. It explains why plants are
fundamental to what we eat and drink, how they provide the raw materials for our clothes,
building materials, biofuels, medicines and drugs, and their role in solving crime. The impact of
humans on ecosystems that depend on plants is discussed, as are the consequences of this
interference in a world where climates are changing.

Why People Need Plants has been written and illustrated by expert scientists from The Open
University and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and accompanies The Open University course
Plants and People.

With its clear, unambiguous text, diagrams and illustration, Why People Need Plants is a
comprehensive introduction to the world of plants and why we need them.

Kew Publishing Why People Need Plants 1 of 2



Now Published

Author information

Carlton Wood has studied and taught plant science for 25 years. He followed his first degree in
agricultural botany with a PhD and further research in plant physiology. He subsequently
lectured in plant biology at the University of Sussex before moving to The Open University in
2005 where, as a senior lecturer, he works on a wide range of courses in life and environmental
sciences.

Nicolette Habgood gained a cell biology degree and then a PhD in molecular biology. After
working as a research biochemist, she joined The Open University in 2000 and, as a senior
lecturer, is currently involved in teaching a number of life sciences courses. Nicolette also holds
the Royal Horticultural Society’s Certificate in Horticulture.

Sales and distribution

Individual/retail sales, order online at www.kewbooks.com

Trade - for all territories excluding USA, Canada and Mexico:
Marston Book Services Ltd

PO Box 269

Abingdon

Oxfordshire OX14 4YN

Tel: 01235 465500

Fax: 01235 465509

trade.orders@marston.co.uk

Trade - for USA, Canada and Mexico:
The University of Chicago Press

11030 S. Langley Avenue

Chicago, IL 60628 U.S.A.

Tel: 1-800-621-2736; (773) 702-7000
Fax: 1-800-621-8476; (773) 702-7212
PUBNET@202-5280

For enquiries about Kew's publications, please contact John Harris or Lydia White:

John Harris Lydia White

Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5776 Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5751
Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646 Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646
Email: j.harris@kew.org Email: .white@kew.org

View sample pages from our publications and read book reviews at www.kew.org/publications.
Find out more at www.kewbooks.com and to learn more about Kew visit www.kew.org
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