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Market / Audience 
Anyone caring for children, and for educators, medics, sellers of plants and flowers, gardeners 
and those responsible for plants in public places. 
 
Key Selling Points 

• Hazard assessments for the 130 most poisonous plants in the home, garden and 
countryside 

• Plants that are harmful if eaten or touched are covered 
• The introduction provides general advice regarding plants that cause allergies or 

mechanical damage 
• A list of ‘safe’ plants is included 
• Gives advice on how to undertake risk assessments of plants in particular circumstances, 

e.g. in gardens, public spaces or indoors 
• Information is concise and accessible 
• Each plant entry is accompanied with symbols to indicate the attractive plant parts, plant 

type and where the plants are found. Pull out cover flaps provide a key to the symbols, 
enabling quick reference for the reader.  

• 20 cm (8 in.) rule on pull out flap 
 
Description 
This accessible guidebook is the result of a long-standing collaboration between the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Medical Toxicology Information Services at Guy's and St Thomas' 
Hospital, London. Helpful descriptions and more than 230 photographs will assist you in 
identifying more than 130 of the most poisonous plants likely to be encountered as pot plants, in 
flower beds and vegetable plots, and in more natural environments. The toxins contained in 
each plant (especially in plant parts that are attractive to children) and the likely symptoms 
should they be inadvertently touched or eaten are explained.  
 
Poisonous Plants provides important information for anyone caring for children, and for 
educators, medics, sellers of plants and flowers, gardeners and those responsible for plants in 
public places. It will enable you to assess the potential risks posed to children by toxic plants and 
provides ideas for designing and planting a safe environment. 
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Author information 
Elizabeth A. Dauncey is a plant toxicologist who has worked with the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew and Guy's and St Thomas' Medical Toxicology Information Services since 1992. She is co 
author of the CD-ROM interactive identification system, Plants and Fungi in Britain and Ireland 
(Kew Publishing, 2000). 
 
 
Sales and distribution 
 
Individual/retail sales, order online at www.kewbooks.com 
 
Trade - for all territories excluding USA, Canada and Mexico: 
Marston Book Services Ltd 
PO Box 269 
Abingdon 
Oxfordshire OX14 4YN 
Tel: 01235 465500 
Fax: 01235 465509 
trade.orders@marston.co.uk 
 
Trade - for USA, Canada and Mexico: 
The University of Chicago Press 
11030 S. Langley Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60628 U.S.A. 
Tel: 1-800-621-2736; (773) 702-7000 
Fax: 1-800-621-8476; (773) 702-7212 
PUBNET@202-5280 
 
 
For enquiries about Kew’s publications, please contact John Harris or Lydia White: 
 
John Harris  Lydia White 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5776    Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5751 
Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646    Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646 
Email: j.harris@kew.org                                                   Email: l.white@kew.org 
 
View sample pages from our publications and read book reviews at www.kew.org/publications.  
Find out more at www.kewbooks.com and to learn more about Kew visit www.kew.org 
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