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Threatened plants of western Cameroon
Ternstroemia polypetala (T ea Family)

|f you have seen this tree please contact the Kilum-Ijim Forest Project
Ternstroemia polypetala Melch. 'lj;gnes'a”dscape
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A singletree of Ternstroemia polypetala was found by Cameroonian botanist Martin Etuge
in a small forest at Tum, near theljim mountain forest in November 1996. By 1998, that
15m tall tree could not be found again and much of that forest had been felled.
This species has been found only once beforein West-Central Africa. In 1977 a singletreewasfound in the
Bamboutos M ountains, 15 miles north of Dschang. It also occursin East Africawhereitisrare. Thistree
may now be extinct in West Africa, astreesarefelled to make way for farms and grazing land.

Destruction of the montane forest resultsin theloss of rare plant and animal species, as

well as many products which are useful to people. Even the smallest patches of remaining
forest deserve protection asthey may well contain unique species.
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Life depends on plants




