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Threatened plants of western Cameroon
Cheek

Fia. 5. Cola suboppositifolia. A habit; B fruit: € inflovescence. showing male flower: D androphore with stamens
(male flower): E female flower, perianth removed: F seed, testa partly removed, showing cotvledon. A, € & D
Wheattey 792, B & F Tehouto GH8; E Nefam 1240, Drawn by Margarct Tebbs.

Kl'hisspeciesof ‘Monkey Cola’ isonly known from \
three sitesin S.W.Province, Cameroon and
nowhere elsein the world:

1) Banyang Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary
2) Korup National Park o_1500 200 tdores
G) Mt Cameroon (Onge & Mokoko) / Africa and western Cameroon é’;ﬁr‘sﬁ‘gﬂg;;;?ﬁ;ﬁa
4 Cola suboppositifolia is unique among Africa’s 100+ wild species of Cola in having more or less opposite and not alter nate leaves, h
and just two carpels. Cameroon, in particular western Cameroon hastheworld’s greatest diversity of Cola species. They are
usually found only in ‘Black Bush’ and arethreatened by clearancefor agriculture. The‘opposite-leaved Cola has been assessed
Y as Vulnerable (VU Alc + 2c) using thecriteria of the l[UCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature). D
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Teams of botanists from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in London, England and staff of the National Her barium of Cameroon

have been working together to discover and protect threatened plant species since 1996.
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Cheek, Martin (2002). Three new species of Cola (Sterculiaceae) from western Cameroon. Kew Bull. 57: 403 — 415.
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