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Abstract 
Reference collections of accurately identified, recent seeds are an essential resource fur seed identification in 
archaeobotany, agronomy, palaeoecology and studies of wildlife diet. Recommendations are p e n  for sourcing of 
seed materials and storage systems. The usefulness of computer databases fur cataloguing of seed collections is 
emphasised, and 18 core data fields (based on the HISMD data standard for herbarium collections) are proposed. 
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Introduction 

The London workshop 

Reference collections of seeds from identified, recent 
plants are essential for the identification of unknown 
seeds. Until recently, seed collections were often 
treated as the Cinderella of natural history collec- 
tions, poorly curated and often hidden away or lost. 
Two factors have done much to change this. The 
first is the growth of archaeobotany as a discipline. 
This has created a large group of researchers who 
need good reference collections and who, as well as 
creating new collections, have rediscovered old 
collections made for other purposes. The second 
factor is the revival of taxonomy, and a linked 
recognition of the importance of natural history 
collections as underpinning all studies of bio- 
diversity. This has led to substantial funds becoming 
available for improved curation of natural history 
collections. A further factor is the widespread 
availability of relatively user-friendly database 

programmes, which make record-keeping and 
labelling of collections much easier than with paper- 
based systems. 

In this context, many managers of seed reference 
collections are, or are about to, upgrade and cata- 
logue their collections, usually with the assistance 
of a computerised database. As there has been no 
previous database standard for seed reference 
collections, and a paucity of publications on their 
management (cf. Gunn 1972; Jensen 1979; Nesbitt 
1990; Pearsall2000,119-33), the time seemed right 
for a workshop to explore these topics. This was 
held at the Institute of Archaeology in London on 
27 March 2000, with 35 participants, from the United 
Kingdom, Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands, Ireland 
and France. Most of the participants use seed 
identification either in archaeobotany, or in ag- 
ronomy, for identifying weed seed contaminants in 
seed grain. 
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