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Figure 1 Scheme of how the screening of target, particularly woody, taxa for desiccation (in)tolerance provides evidence in support of conservation action towards various targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Science. 
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We can conceptualise our seed science inputs in relation to terms and technical rationale for the key targets of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, as follows: 

Terms and technical rationale for key targets

		) Understanding and documenting plant diversity 

		 Target 3: Models with protocols for plant conservation…., based on research and practical experience

		 Setting conservation priorities  (CHALLENGE = How to predict seed / plant conservation strategy for under-researched species)

		  Monitoring conservation activities (CHALLENGE = How to ensure efficient and effective germination tests to monitor stored seed viability )

		) Conserving plant diversity 

		 Target 8: 60 % threatened species in ex situ collections

		 Technology development....especially for species with recalcitrant seeds (CHALLENGE = How to store recalcitrant-seeded species)

		  Target 9: 70 % of diversity of socio-economically valuable species conserved

		 Major tree species (CHALLENGE = Tree seed longevity is under-researched; and tree seed technology poorly understood)

		  Target 10:  Management plans for > 100 major alien species

		  No reliable estimate of alien species that pose “major” threat to indigenous species (CHALLENGE = Might seed biology traits contribute to species invasiveness?)





One definition of "tree" which is commonly followed in temperate regions is a woody plant growing on a single stem usually to a height of over two metres. This definition has been adopted by the IUCN/SSC Temperate Broadleaved Tree Specialist Group. Over 7300 tree species are documented as globally threatened in this publication 
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