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Seedquest NSW – commencement of MSB seedbanking partnership

March 2004 to August 2004

Mid year progress report to Millennium Seedbank

The Access and Benefit Sharing Agreement underpinning the Seedquest NSW project was signed on the 7th November 2003 by RBG Kew Director Prof Peter Crane and the Executive Director of Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney Dr Tim Entwisle at a ceremony held at RBG Sydney.  Mr Bob Debus, the NSW Minister for the Environment was in attendance at the ceremony, which was commemorated by the planting of a rare Blue Mountains eucalypt (Eucalyptus copulans) and the recently discovered rainforest tree the “Nightcap Oak” (Eidothea hardeniana). 

Seed collecting activities commenced immediately in November 2003 using existing staff arrangements, and continued throughout the following months to take advantage of the main collecting season.  Funding for the project was received in February 2004, which allowed additional recruitment and resourcing for the project to fully commence.

The following outputs have been achieved as outlined in the Access and Benefit Sharing Agreement

Project output 1

An increase in the number of long term seed collections of priority NSW species held and available

Activities:
· 190 seed collections achieved and duplicated at the NSW Seedbank and Millennium Seedbank (76% of yearly target)

· All collections sent to MSB processed, dried, foil packaged and provided with full collection data sheets and duplicate herbarium specimens.
· Forward planning for 2004/05 field collecting program completed, target bioregions and species lists compiled.
Project output 2

Capacity building within RBG & DT, Sydney, including a review of current methods of ex-situ seed conservation and the adoption of improved methods, where necessary 
Activities:
· Recruitment completed for all three MSB funded positions for the Seedquest NSW program

Andrew Orme – Technical Assistant (commenced 3/5/04
Mishy Mckensy – Seed Technology Officer  (commenced 10/5/04)
Amelia Martyn – Seed Research Officer (commenced 2/8/04)

· Modifications to seed handling room completed from RBG capital works budget, works included dust extraction system, new benching, shelving and lighting, sky light.

· Zig-zag seed aspirator and seed moisture content equipment received from MSB and operational.  Zig-zag aspirator has provided significant improvement in seed processing time and quality of seed batches.

· Training needs analysis and training program commenced, with Richard Johnstone (Seedbank Officer) attending Seed Conservation Techniques course at MSB.   Amelia Martyn and Mishy Mckensy scheduled for research/training attachment to MSB in December 2004.

· Three computers leased and set up on RBG network for Seedquest staff with MSB funds.

· All Seedquest NSW team members attended the Fifth Australian Workshop on Native Seed Biology held in Brisbane, June 2004.  The workshop was followed by an MSB Australian Partners workshop, which was an excellent opportunity to meet with the current and future MSB partners, and discuss both operational and strategic issues for the MSB program in Australia.

· An offer was made at the Brisbane MSB workshop by NSW to host a seedbanking workshop for the Australian MSB partners – proposed timing, late March 2005.   

· Seedquest NSW partnership included on BGT website with links to Millennium Seedbank and other Australian MSB partners. URL:
 http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/conservation_research/plant_conservation/nsw_seedbank/seedquest_nsw
Project output 3

The strengthening of recovery planning for threatened species and ecological communities
Activities:

· Seed collections include 8 species that are listed under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act. 

· Funding received from Slade Foundation to seedbank NSW orchid seeds and mychorrizal symbionts - $90,000 over three years.

Note: Proposed amendments to the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act are currently before the NSW Parliament.  Along with proposed amendments to this legislation, the NSW government is currently restructuring natural resource management across the state, which includes species/ecological communities recovery planning.  Conservation priorities and Seedquest NSW linkage to recovery plans will be determined following this review. 
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Budget/Finance
Total operating funds for the (UK) financial year received from the MSB were $235,134.  As at 30th July 2004, $63,925 had been expended, leaving and operating budget of $171,209 for the remainder of the year (March 2005).  This is adequate at this point in time, as we now have all positions filled and are approaching the main summer collecting season.

Peter Cuneo

Manager – Natural Heritage

Seedquest NSW – Project coordinator

17th September 20004 
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