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Market / Audience 
Plant hunters, botanists, historians, China enthusiasts, visitors to China, general public. 
 
Key Selling Points 

• Breathtaking ‘then and now’ images of the remote Sichuan landscape 
• A history of Wilson’s plant hunting in China 
• Fascinating insight into the changes and continuities in China over a hundred year period 

 
Description 
Ernest Wilson was the foremost plant collector of his generation, responsible for introducing 
over 1,000 species to our gardens in the West. The authors of this book reveal Wilson’s 
adventures through excerpts from his own writing as well describing their own experiences 
tracing his journeys in the wilds of China today.  
 
Wilson's legacy includes glass plate photographs taken in Sichuan at the beginning of the 20th 
century, depicting landscapes, villages, river scenes, people and plants, veteran and exceptional 
trees. Armed with copies of these images and with the help of Chinese guides and local 
knowledge the authors retraced Wilson's footsteps, taking photographs themselves. The result, a 
splendid series of ‘then and now’ images, are a key feature of this informative homage to a 
great plant hunter. Further photographs provide a fascinating insight into the changes and 
continuities in China over a hundred year period, and offer a captivating glimpse of people and 
places in the remote province of Sichuan. 
 
Author information 
Mark Flanagan is Keeper of the Gardens at Windsor Great Park. Tony Kirkham is head of 
Arboretum and horticultural services at Kew. They co-wrote Plants from the Edge of the World 
(2005). 
 
Sales and distribution 
Trade 
To place an order, please contact: 
Marston Book Services Ltd 
Trade account customers – trade.orders@marston.co.uk 
 
Individual/retail sales, order online at www.kewbooks.com 
 
For enquiries about Kew’s publications, please contact John Harris or Lydia White: 
 
John Harris  Lydia White 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5776    Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5751 
Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646    Fax: +44 (0)20 8332 5646 
Email: j.harris@kew.org                                                   Email: l.white@kew.org 
 
Find out more at www.kewbooks.com and to learn more about Kew visit www.kew.org 
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