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The castle library department of the National Museum Library in Prague was created as a result of a decision by the Ministry of Culture in the year 1954. The credit for this goes to the late Dr Bohumír Lifka (March 24, 1900-November 24, 1987).

Today there are 350 libraries in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. Of those, around 70 are open to the public. The rest are stored in depositories. The Czech and Moravian castle libraries encompass 1,600,000 volumes. Their principal importance lies in the fact they have been preserved as separate, intact collections. This is not the case in other former Iron Curtain countries, where they were mixed together in central libraries of various sorts. The value of the castle libraries is not limited to the number of mediaeval manuscripts, incunabula and other valuable tomes, but mainly that in the various collections we can follow the cultural character and development of the period, family, owner, social stratum and so on. This is a unique situation in Europe, perhaps in the world. The department of castle libraries also maintains records of almost 400 libraries no longer in existence, including those destroyed in the 1950s.

With a few exceptions, castle libraries have their own catalogues. In recent years, we have undertaken a project to computerise the catalogues. To date, we have digitised about 400,000 entries. Along with the main catalogue, there are several auxiliary catalogues.

The National Museum owns over 190 of the castle libraries / about one third of the books; the rest belong to other owners, but all of them are under the management of the National Museum Library.

Next, I present eight photographs of castle library interiors, which include botanical literature:

1. Březina (5,893 volumes)
2. Kout na Šumavě (9,683 volumes)
3. Křivoklát (52,430 volumes)
4. Sychrov (1,614 volumes) (and a collection of 8,000 prints)
5. Kačina (36,659 volumes)
6. Buchlov (10,152 volumes)

7. Mnichovo Hradiště (22,326 volumes) (Casanova worked in this library)

8. Boskovice (11,571 volumes)

We invite you to further studies of castle libraries after completion of the planned reconstruction of the National Museum’s main building.
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