EBHL 2010 Meeting Report

The 17th annual meeting of the European Botanical and Horticultural Libraries Group was held at the Centre International d’Etudes Supérieures en Sciences Agronomiques (SupAgro) in Montpellier France from 26-29 April 2010. The meeting was held jointly with the XIIIth World Conference of the International Association of Agricultural Information Specialists (IAALD). 

The theme of the World Conference was Scientific and Technical Information and Rural Development. Papers delivered during the conference dealt with a wide variety of issues in connection with this theme; specific contributions by EBHL members to the wider conference were made by Roger Mills (on collaborative research support in forestry), Anneli Meeder (From author to reader: how a book finds the path to the intended audience) and Gina Douglas (on the Linnaeus Link Project). 
Also as part of the wider conference, EBHL and Biodiversity International jointly ran a workshop on Innovations in Biodiversity Information, which included eight short presentations followed by a ‘round table’ discussion. Roger Mills chaired the first section of this workshop, and, in the second session, presented an excellent paper on developing tools for plant identification in the field.
Events specifically for EBHL members were held on Thursday 29th April, starting at 9 am. 
The first of these was the annual EBHL Business Meeting. At this meeting, among other business, new members were introduced, the structure of the organisation was reviewed, and the Treasurer's Report was delivered. The EBHL President spoke about the current organisation of EBHL and about the composition of the EBHL Board. She also spoke briefly about her hopes for the future of EBHL, and outlined some of the benefits that members derive from our association. Venues for our future meetings through 2014 were confirmed. 
The Business Meeting was followed by two presentations. The first was delivered by Gerwin Kasparek, a new EBHL member from the University of Frankfurt; Gerwin described and illustrated the university’s Virtual Library of Biology. 
A second paper, prepared by Maureen Lazarus of the National Botanical Garden of Wales, and read in her absence by Roger Mills, presented an illustrated discussion of Bute’s Botanical Tables.
Following a break, Roger Mills spoke about ways to add value to information services. 
Members attending the meeting then divided into two groups, and for about 30 minutes considered and discussed four questions concerning the structure and activities of EBHL:
· How can we extend our membership

· How can we best use our income

· How can we add value to our annual meetings

· How can we 'keep things going' between meetings

The groups were then reunited and reported on their discussions. 
A main theme was the need for enhanced communication between meetings, and a discussion followed about how this might be achieved. Suggestions included the establishment of an EBHL blog, and / or a Wiki. It was suggested that by these means members could easily stay in touch with one another and exchange news. Regine Fabri, from the Nationale Plantentuin van België in Meise, volunteered to create an EBHL Wiki. [This was established by Regine and her colleagues in Meise immediately following the Montpellier meeting].
The need for a review of the EBHL website was also discussed. To this end a working group, named the Website Review Group, was established. Members who volunteered to be a part of this group are Regine Fabri, from the Nationale Plantentuin van België in Meise, Eugenia Insúa Lacave from the Real Jardin Botánico in Madrid, Jane Keightley from the Pershore Group of Colleges in the UK and Roger Mills, from the Oxford University Department of Plant Sciences. This group will present a report at the Oslo meeting in May 2011.
The new Website Review Group is the third EBHL Working Group. The others are the Conference Planning Group and the Communications Between Meetings Group. The latter two groups were set up at the 2008 meeting in Oxford. 
The desirability of increasing the membership of EBHL was also discussed. It was noted that a number of European countries are not represented within EHBL, and ways of reaching botanical and horticultural librarians in these countries were considered. The preparation of an EBHL leaflet, originally discussed at the 2009 meeting, was put forward again. It was felt that this leaflet could set out the aims and purpose of EBHL, and could be distributed by all EBHL members to contacts of their choice. The leaflet could conceivably be translated into several European languages. It was suggested that the production of a leaflet describing the group and its activities, and aimed at prospective new members was a very positive use of EBHL income.
The meeting was closed at 3.0 pm. The next meeting will be held in Oslo, Norway. The provisional date of this meeting is 18-21 May, 2011.
Seventeen EBHL members attended the 2010 Meeting. In addition to attending formal IAALD and EBHL events, members exchanged news and ideas over meals and drinks at restaurants and cafés in the heart of Montpellier's medieval centre. The EBHL Conference Dinner was held during the evening of Wednesday April 28th on the terrace of the Petit Jardin restaurant in the Rue Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The evening was fine and warm and the atmosphere, food and wine were excellent. 
Earlier in the day on Wednesday 28th, members attending the conference participated in one of two scheduled visits: a guided tour of the Jardin des Plants de Montpellier, part of the University of Montpellier's Faculty of Medicine, or a visit to the Faculty of Medicine's historic museum and library.  
The library of the Faculté de Médecine holds a fine collection of early medical manuscripts and early printed medical books. A number of these were displayed during the visit and were described in detail by their principal curator, Mme. Sophie Lemaire. The visit to the library also included a tour of the Faculty of Medicine's museum, containing an eye-opening variety of medical exhibits, and a visit to the adjacent Atger Museum, which houses drawings by Flemish, Italian, Dutch, German and French masters from the Renaissance to the 19th century . 

The guided visit to the Montpellier Botanical Garden took in the principal parts of the garden that was founded as a 'jardin médicale' in 1593 under the auspices of Henri IV, and which served as a model for the later establishment of the Jardin des Plantes in Paris. The Jardin des Plantes de Montpellier is France's oldest botanical garden, and includes about 3000 species, some 2000 grown outdoors, and another 1000 under glass. Among other things, the tour included a visit to the Montagne de Richer in the oldest part of the garden, which includes a 'systematic' garden containing plants classified according to the system of Bentham & Hooker.
On Saturday 1 May, following the end of the IAALD/EBHL conference, a number of EBHL members visited the Bambouserai plantation and nursery in Anduze, followed a by wine tasting at the Domaine de Deveze near Montoulieu.
