Report of 16th annual business meeting of the European Botanical and Horticultural Libraries Group, Pruhonice, Prague, 23 April 2009
Business meeting - agenda:

1. Outgoing President’s report
2. Incoming President’s report
3. Treasurer’s report and Audit Committee
4. Secretary’s report

5. Honorary members

6. 2010 annual meeting
7. Future of EBHL
7. NHBS vouchers and Travel Fund
9. Close of business meeting

Apologies were received from Jane Hutcheon and Chris Mills.

The meeting opened by welcoming new members and first time attendees: Eugenia Insua from the Real Jardin Botanico, Madrid; Marijn van Hoorn from the Teylers Museum, Haarlem; Anja Buijsen from the National Herbarium of the Netherlands, Leiden; and Barbora Molikova from the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic, Prague.
1. Outgoing President’s report
Roger Mills gave his report as outgoing President. He began by thanking Past President Jane Hutcheon, in her absence, for her commitment to and enthusiasm for EBHL and said what a debt the Group owes her. The meeting sent its best wishes to Jane for a continued recovery.
Roger also thanked the Treasurer and Secretary for their assistance.

He then referred to the “unfinished business” of recent annual meetings: the discussions we have had in previous years about the future of EBHL and the ideas we want to take forward.

Providing help to conference organisers – Roger acknowledged the hard work of Eva Holeckova in organising this year’s annual meeting and said that we want to get to a situation where we can offer help to future hosts so that the burden does not fall on one person. There are several people within EBHL who have experience of organising events. Roger has agreed to lead a group to create a conference handbook.

Roger apologised for not having achieved everything he wanted to and assured the meeting that there would be an ongoing dialogue outside of annual meetings on the future of EBHL.

2. Incoming President’s report
Incoming President Debbie Lane echoed Roger’s comments regarding the ongoing dialogue throughout the year.

She indicated the venues for future meetings: 2010 will be in Montpellier (see agenda item below); 2011 will be in Oslo (to be confirmed); 2012 will be in Geneva.
She asked all EBHL members to think seriously about hosting a meeting.

She also made a request for anyone interested to volunteer for the role of 2nd Vice-President. With the change-over of Presidents, Pilar de San Pio, who was formerly 2nd Vice-President, moves up to 1st Vice-President, meaning that the 2nd Vice-President role is vacant.
She then mentioned that one of the suggested ideas from our brainstorming sessions in Oxford was for speakers to provide English-language summaries of their talks in advance; please could speakers take note for future meetings. She also asked speakers to remember to speak slowly.

3. Treasurer’s report and Audit Committee
The Treasurer, Ludmila Frankova, circulated the accounts. She said that the Group’s finances are healthy but reminded us all that we can help the Group to grow and prosper by trying to recruit new members among our contacts.
Audit Committee – two new members are sought for the Audit Committee, which ratifies the accounts. The duties consist of some email exchange just before the annual meeting and a 15-20 minute meeting during the course of the annual meeting (usually held on the Wednesday before the main programme gets underway).

Marijn van Hoorn of the Teylers Museum, Haarlem and Karin Oehme of the Botanischer Garten und Museum, Berlin volunteered to be on the Audit Committee and were thanked by the President.
4. Secretary’s report
Fiona Ainsworth reported that there are 178 members on the EBHL email list.
She thanked Pierre Boillat for his French language translations of various parts of the EBHL website, including the meeting reports from recent years. The French language version of the website is an integral part of our “European-ness”. She repeated her request for a Spanish speaker to help create a Spanish language version.
She requested members to email her if there are amendments to the directory on the website or to the email list. Please put “EBHL directory amendment” / “EBHL email list amendment” in the subject line, as appropriate.

Affiliate membership – Fiona reminded all EBHL members that, for an extra €20 (€30 for institutional members), members can also be affiliated to CBHL.

Honorary members – during recent years, the EBHL Board has created honorary membership. This will be offered to individuals who have made a significant contribution to the profession and/or EBHL. The EBHL Board will accept nominations at any time from members. An official presentation is then made at the annual meeting following. Honorary members are awarded free personal membership of EBHL (NB they must make their own arrangements for membership of CBHL if they wish to).
5. Honorary members

Roger Mills announced that Cees Lut of the National Herbarium of the Netherlands, Leiden (retired) has been made an honorary member. Cees more than qualifies due to the significant contribution he has made both to the profession and to EBHL. He was one of the founder members of EBHL and served as its Treasurer from its inception in 1994 until 2007.
6. 2010 annual meeting

The 2010 annual meeting will be held in Montpellier as a joint meeting with IAALD (the International Association of Agricultural Information Specialists). IAALD has 300 members but is keen to expand and would like to develop closer links with EBHL. Roger Mills has agreed to lead on the organisation of the meeting from EBHL’s point of view. He summarised the themes (see the EBHL website for further details - http://www.kew.org/ebhl/home.htm); of particular interest to us are the following themes:

· Information services - the need for a continued redefinition 

· Communication and information exchange for multiple stakeholders 

· Information systems for structured and integrated information
Roger will send out a call for papers (Post-meeting note: this has since gone out to the EBHL list) and will circulate details of how the EBHL participation will be structured, as well as details of costs, accommodation, etc.
What is in it for EBHL? It will be an opportunity to talk to colleagues in related fields and to approach topics from a different perspective. There will still be opportunities to do the usual EBHL activities such as visits to interesting places (Montpellier has a botanic garden).

Roger asked for the meeting to approve his outlined proposals; a show of hands showed that there is general support for the joint meeting.

7. Future of EBHL
During the brainstorming sessions at the annual meeting in Oxford, it was suggested that working parties would be a good way to take forward ideas between annual meetings and to keep up momentum.
Roger Mills is leading on the Conference Planning working party (to produce a conference handbook) and Fiona Ainsworth is leading on the Communications between Meetings working party (which will look at creating a directory of specialisms, a directory of special projects, a directory of collections, and a news archive).
Gina Douglas volunteered to be part of the Conference Planning working party.

All members are asked to recruit new members from among their contacts, including university departmental and faculty libraries.

Roger will look into getting a membership leaflet prepared in time for the 2010 meeting.

8. NHBS vouchers and EBHL Travel Fund
NHBS Environment Bookstore again most generously offered two NHBS vouchers, worth £75 each; these were presented to Eva Holeckova of the Botany Institute, Prague, Czech Republic and Maire Vatsar of the Institute of Agricultural and Environmental Science, Tartu, Estonia.
Koeltz Scientific Books most generously maintained their continued support of the EBHL Travel Fund, with a donation of €250. The Fund allows people to attend the annual meeting, who otherwise might not be able to do so.

The President thanked both NHBS and Koeltz for their continuing support of EBHL members in this way.

9. Close of business meeting

The President thanked BioOne for sponsoring the bus taking us to various locations.

She then thanked Roger Mills, Past President, for his advice and help, Ludmila Frankova, Treasurer, for behind-the-scenes assistance, Fiona Ainsworth, Secretary, for help throughout the year, and Eva Holeckova and colleagues for organising a wonderful annual meeting.

The business meeting closed with a vote of thanks from the membership to the EBHL Board.

