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The Institute of Botany is located in Pruhonice Park, to the South-East of Prague, in a baroque fantasy of a castle, built by Count Arnošt Emanuel Silva-Tarouca at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The Park has existed since the 12th century and is 240 hectares. Its Arboretum has 1400 species of trees and shrubs and it has a collection of Iris species. The Institute has a well-established research programme and one of its key outputs is the Flora of the Czech Republic.
The first day’s programme was opened by Dr Jan Kirschner, Head of the Institute of Botany, who said that the Institute’s library is the most important botanical library in the Czech Republic. He spoke of the importance of recording and storing data and used as an example a herbarium specimen collected by Dr Joachim Burser, who was active in Bohemia during the first half of the 17th century. This specimen, of Ballota nigra L., records the place, the street and even the house by which the plant was found. 400 years later, if botanists go to the same site, that same species can still be found growing! We then watched a short film about the Institute and Pruhonice Park.
A series of talks followed.

Brent Elliot – The Reception of Darwin in the British horticultural press
Half of Darwin’s published works are concerned with plants and more than half of the papers collected together in Charles Darwin's shorter publications, 1829-1883 (Cambridge University Press, 2009) are about botany. Darwin was a founder member of the RHS Scientific Committee. Reactions to his writings appeared in four leading horticultural publications: the Gardeners’ Chronicle, the Cottage Gardener (later the Journal of Horticulture), the Gardener’s Magazine, and the Garden. His literary style was praised for being well-written and accessible. In the obituaries carried in those publications, he was mentioned as having had a great impact on horticulture (“no man has done more for horticulture”). Darwin was himself influenced by the works of horticulturalists, such as John Lindley’s The vegetable kingdom;  or, The structure, classification, and uses of plants, illustrated upon the natural system.
Joseph Hooker described Darwin as a frequent contributor to the Gardeners’ Chronicle and the Gardeners’ Chronicle was very supportive of Darwin’s theories. One possible explanation for this is that gardeners were already accustomed, unlike the zoological world, to the creation of new species through hybridisation rather than as a result of a grand plan by an all-powerful deity and so they accepted Darwin’s ideas more readily. Hooker endorsed Darwin’s theory, saying that he (Darwin) had borrowed the idea of the survival of the fittest, or natural selection, from gardeners.
Not all horticulturalists shared Hooker’s enthusiasm: Beaton, editor of the Journal of Horticulture, saw no difference between species and varieties and never changed his view on this.
Lindley’s favourable review of The various contrivances by which orchids are fertilised by insects (1862) appeared over three issues. He accepted Darwin’s assertion that a moth with an 11-inch tongue must exist since only such a creature could pollinate a particular species of orchid. The moth in question was not discovered for another 40 years.
Marijn van Hoorn – Teyler, Winkler, Darwin (Tiberius Cornelius Winkler was the first translator of Darwin’s works into Dutch)
The Teyler Museum (located in the former home of wealthy cloth merchant Pieter Teyler van der Hulst (1702-1778)) covers all branches of natural history from the 18th and 19th centuries, especially botany. The library holds 125,000 volumes, including a significant collection of the earliest scientific periodicals, and was built up over many years until 1986. Then, due to budget constraints, the Library was no longer able to maintain acquisitions and changed from being a contemporary scientific resource into a library covering the history of science. The reading room dates from 1824. Winkler was Curator at Teyler’s during the 19th century. He was a self-made man and spoke over 10 languages. In 1864 he was offered an honorary doctorate and the post of Conservator of the Cabinet of Mineralogy in the Museum. He published 100 monographs and many articles of both a scientific and popular nature, including works on Darwin’s theory, which he accepted intellectually without recreating it experimentally. In 1860 he translated On the Origin of Species into Dutch and succeeded in accelerating the debate in the highly religious Netherlands.
Viera Vavrova – Historical gardens of Prague Castle

The castle has dominated the skyline of Prague since the 9th century and the gardens of the St George Monastery are among the oldest in Prague. The castle gardens were destroyed by the Swedes during the 30 Years War (1618-1648) but were rebuilt from the 1980s onwards, after the castle became the seat of government. The gardens were first laid out by Ferdinand I in the 16th century, as a private garden, accessible only to those in power. In 1989, Czechoslovakia underwent the “Velvet Revolution”: the fall of Communism and the installation of Vaclav Havel as President. Havel subsequently decreed that the gardens should be open to the public from 1990 onwards.

Successive ages influenced the lay-out of the gardens and they were the first in Europe to contain tulips. Narcissus and other exotics were also planted. The Summer Palace was built for Ferdinand’s wife, Anne, but she died before its completion. The fig house was built in the 16th century and was used until 1914. It was reconstructed within the last decade. A modern greenhouse was built about 15 years ago. Ball Game Hall, with its scraffito decoration, was damaged during the war and was rebuilt in the 1990s; the original dated from 1757. The central section of a 17th century greenhouse survives but the two wings were rebuilt as a Presidential residence (although the current President resides elsewhere). Only the pond survives from the Pheasantry. The Riding School garden is the newest garden in the complex; it is built on the roofs of garages and was formerly a cemetery. The Bastion garden was completed in 1930 after the formation of Czechoslovakia.
The south gardens consist of a number of smaller gardens. The Garden of Paradise was built on the moat and contained rare plants including tulips and blue lilies. The Rampart gardens comprised the many different gardens of those who had quarters in the castle. The area was later restyled in a landscape style. It was reconstructed in the 1980s and 1990s and is now open to the public during the summer. Furstenberg garden was planted as a vineyard in 1375 by Charles I and has only recently reopened following reconstruction. In a few years’ time, it is hoped that once again the vineyard will be producing wine.
Marketa Santruckova – Diversity of sources for research into the Krasny Dvur landscape park
Krasny Dvur is a baroque chateau created between 1783 and 1793 for the Czernin family. Marketa described the many sources she used while doing research for her thesis. An account book shows how the park was built. Paintings, probably done by a Czernin family member, and “graphics” (engravings and pencil drawings), done by family members and professional artists, provide illustrative evidence of the appearance of the chateau and park. Images appeared in publications such as the Ideenmagazin für Gartenlieber (the German name for Krasny Dvur is Schönhof, or beautiful place). Old photographs and postcards exist and newer photographs show some reconstruction work, which was done in the 1970s.
Maps are a particularly important source, especially one dating from 1791-1793, just after the park was completed. Cadastral maps, showing the estate in great detail, down to the level of individual fields, survive, as do military survey maps from three surveys: 1764-1768, 1860s, 1877-1880. These record changes over time so, using these kinds of sources, it is possible to reconstruct the development of the park.

Steve Smith – BioOne

Steve gave a presentation on BioOne, the service which provides electronic access to scholarly journals in the field of biology. BioOne is a not-for-profit organisation so any profit goes back to journal publishers but it also aims to provide libraries with value for money access. BioOne offers access to 155 titles. Free trials are available for interested libraries; email steve.smith@bioone.org
Stepan Cernohorsky – project Manuscriptorium
This project is digitising manuscripts from before 1900. The project started in 2003 and project ENRICH will enhance what has already been achieved. The site is at http://www.manuscriptorium.eu . Stepan gave a demonstration of the site, which contains 5000 digitised documents and 1.5 million pages. The aim is to have 5m pages by the end of the project. A subscription costs €150 and this allows you to view higher quality images. Preview quality images are free.
Peter Masek – Criminals among bookcases
Peter delivered a very entertaining talk on a very serious subject: the theft of rare material from libraries; see http://www.kew.org/ebhl/masek.doc.

Helga Turkova – Botany in the castle libraries of the Czech Republic

There are 350 castle libraries in the Czech Republic, containing about 1.6m books; 190 libraries are owned by the National Museum but it runs and manages all 350; see http://www.kew.org/ebhl/turkova.doc.

The programme of visits was equally fascinating. A highlight was the Strahov Monastery library, whose Theological Hall (built 1679) and Philosophical Hall (built 18th century) have ceilings magnificent enough to rival the Sistine chapel! We were given a wonderfully entertaining tour by the librarian, Jan Pasos, and his staff.

Notable features include a statue of St John the Baptist, holding a pouch book in his hand. These pouch books were used when travelling. The pouch is attached to the binding and when the reader wishes to read, he turns the pouch inside out, bringing the book outside at the same time. We were then shown a compilation table, which consists of two large wheels with shelves stretching between them. The shelves are cantilevered and, as the wheels turn, so do the shelves so that they always remain flat. We were told that monks used these tables to copy from several works into a new manuscript, so the monk would have a book he wanted to copy from laid out on each shelf. The library also features an incredible set of library steps, which can be converted to a table and two chairs; this was featured in “Extraordinary Furniture” by David Linley. Spiral staircases leading to the upper gallery are disguised behind false panels, with real book spines stuck to them to make them look like further shelves. For further details, see the Monastery’s website: http://www.strahovskyklaster.cz/webmagazine/page.asp?idk=294.
We were also able to visit the National Library, where we briefly saw the main reading room and the Mirror Chapel and climbed the astronomical tower, from which we got superb views over central Prague. We visited the Troja Botanic Garden and were given a tour of the Fata Morgana green house. In the evening, Eva had arranged for us to attend either a concert by the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, who performed Symphonies no. 5 by each of Dvorak and Shostakovich, or the Reduta Jazz Club. The evening concluded with a meal in a very bizarre restaurant, which offered only one beer (take it or leave it), had a house-band and was filled with drunken revellers singing “Que Sera, Sera”! Unforgettable – just like Prague itself.
