Glossary
A
Abaxial - The side of a lateral organ away from the axis, dorsal.
Abscissing - Detaching or breaking off.
Accrescent - Increasing in size with age.
Aciculate - Needle like.
Acuminate - Having a gradually diminishing point formed from inwardly curving sides. 
Acute - Narrowing gradually making an angle of less than 90 degrees. Forming a distinct, but not drawn out sharp point.
Adaxial - The side or face next to the axis, ventral.
Adnate - Attached along the whole length.
Ample - Abundant, large, great. (Referring to the extent of aerial branching.)
Amplexicaul - Stem clasping.
Anther - The portion of the stamen which contains the pollen. Usually bilocular and attached to a filament.
Antrorsely - Directed upwards as opposed to retrorsely.
Androdioecious - Used to describe a species with two forms, one male only the other hermaphrodite.
Annual - A plant that germinates, flowers and fruits within a single year. Characteristic features are that it does not have old or burnt growth at the base. It does not have rhizomes or stolons. 
Annular - Having any organs positioned in a circle.
Apex - The growing point from a stem or root, the tip of an organ.
Apical - At the apex or point of a structure.
Appendage - A part added to another.
Appressed - Lying flat for the whole length of the organ.
Approximate - Drawn close together but not united.
Arching - Curved like a bow.
Aromatic - Possessing a distinctive smell or taste.
Ascending - Directed upwards.
Asperulous - Slightly rough with little points.
Attenuate - Gradually diminishing in breadth.
Auricle - A small lobe or ear-like appendage.
Awn - A bristle-like appendage, especially occurring on the glumes and lemmas.
Axil - The angle formed between the axis and any organ which arises from it, especially a leaf.
Axillary - Growing in an axil between an axis and any organ which arises from it.
B
Baccoid - With a fleshy pericarp.
Barbellate - Having short stiff straight hairs.
Barren - Unproductive, infertile e.g. a male or neuter flower.
Basal - Fixed at the base, or pertaining to the lower part.
Basal tillers - A shoot arising from the bottom of the stem.
Beaked - Having a pointed projection. (Referring to the ovary.)
Bearded - Having tufts of hair.
Bicornate - Having two horns.
Bigeniculate - Having two abrupt bends.
Bilateral - Two sided.
Bisexual - Having both sexes together.
Blade - The limb or expanded portion of a leaf.
Bract - A modified leaf.
Bracteate - Provided with bracts.
Bractiferous - Formed of or bearing bracts.
Bristle - A stiff hair.
Butt sheath - The basal sheath of a perennial.
C
Caespitose - Growing in tufts like grass.
Callus - A hard downward extension of the lemma attached to the rhachilla of the spikelet.
Capitate - Collected tightly together into a head.
Capsule - A dry, dehiscent seed vessel.
Cartilaginous - Flexible but firm and tough as the skin of an apple pip.
Caryopsis - A grain consisting of seed and its attached pericarp.
Cauline - Belonging to the stem or arising from it.
Central boss - A projection in the centre of a rounded surface. 
Channelled - Hollowed out like a gutter.
Chartaceous - With the texture of paper.
Ciliate - Fringed with hairs.
Ciliolate - Fringed with very short hairs.
Cistoid - Pericarp eventually becoming free. 
Clavate - Club shaped. Thickened towards the apex.
Cleistogenes - Cleistogamous flowers (in which pollination takes place within the unopened flower) born on a normally chasmogamous plant (in which florets are open to pollination). The cleistogenes are normally produced in axils of the lower sheaths.
Cluster - A compact group.
Cob - The spike of maize.
Co-florescence – Any lateral florescence below the main one.
Cochleate - Shell shaped.
Collar - The usually yellow band at the junction of the sheath and blade, on the abaxial side, containing a plate meristem.
Collateral - Standing side by side.
Compact - Closely joined or pressed together.
Companion sterile spikelet - A spikelet associated with a fertile spikelet that contains no fertile female flowers (male flowers are also seen as sterile).
Compound - With similar parts aggregated together.
Concavo-convex - An organ that in cross section results in a shape that is concave on one side and convex on the other.
Conduplicate - Folded together lengthways.
Congested – Crowded and touching. (Referring to spikelet density). 
Conjugate - United, coupled.
Connate - Fused i.e. when structures that are usually separate are fused. 
Continuous panicle- A panicle that gives the overall impression of not having interruptions or gaps along it's length.
Convolute - Having one part totally rolled up in another like a spiral.
Cordate - Heart shaped i.e. with two equally rounded lobes at the base.
Coriaceous - Leathery, often used interchangeably with indurate.
Corky/cork - Cells containing air, which are elastic and spongy in texture, and impervious to liquids.
Corona - A crown. Any body which intervenes between the lemma-tip and awn. (In reference to the lemma apex).
Corrugate - Wrinkled, more extreme than rugose.
Corymbose - In the form of an open, flat-topped or convex, inflorescence.
Cross veins - The transverse strands of vascular tissue between the main longitudinal veins of the leaf blade.
Cucullate - Hooded or hood-shaped.
Culm - The peculiar hollow stem or "straw" of grasses.
Cultrate - Knife like. (Referring to pedicel shape).
Cuneate - Wedge shaped, triangular.
Cup / Cupuliform – Shaped like a small bowl.
Cushion forming - Having a branched and tufted shoot system giving a cushion-like appearance.
Cusp - A sharp rigid point. 
Cuspidate - Tipped with a sharp rigid point.
D
Deciduous - Falling at maturity.
Decumbent - Reclining with the summit ascending and knees touching the ground.
Decurrent - Running down i.e. with wings running down past the attachment of the involucre. (Referring to panicle axis with briefly decurrent (angular) ribs).
Deflexed - Bent outwards or backwards. The opposite of inflexed.
Dendroid - Having a branched appearance.
Dentate - Toothed especially with prominent teeth directed forwards.
Dichogamous - Hermaphrodite with one sex maturing earlier than the other, the stamens and pistils not synchronising.
Digitate - Arranged like the fingers of a hand.
Dioecious - Unisexual, the male and female elements in different individuals.
Disarticulating - Separating at a joint.
Disseminule - That part of the plant that is propagated or scattered.
Distant - When similar parts are not aggregated, in opposition to approximate.
Distichous - Arranged in two opposite rows.
Distinct - Separate from, not united.
Dorsally compressed spikelets - A spikelet that is compressed from the back.
Drooping - Inclining downwards.
Dwarf - Of small size or height compared with its allies.
E
Eciliate - Without cilia.
Elliptic - Oval in shape with the broadest point at the middle.
Elongated - Drawn out in length.
Emarginate - Notched, usually at the extremity.
Embraced - To be clasped or wrapped around by another organ.
Embryo - The rudimentary plant formed in a seed.
Endosperm - The nutritive material of a seed in angiosperms.
Erose - As though bitten or gnawed.
Evanescent - Meaning lasting only a short time or soon disappearing.
Evident - Clearly visible.
Excavated - To appear to have been scooped or hollowed out.
Excurrent - Running out beyond.
Exserted - Protruding beyond, as stamens beyond the lemma and palea.
F
Falcate - Curved like a sickle.
False - Bear's a resemblance too but is not genuine.
Farinose – A flour-like powdery covering. (Referring to the endosperm consistency).
Fascicle - A close cluster or bundle of spikelets, leaves, stems, or roots.
Fastigiate - Having branches parallel, clustered and erect giving a narrow elongated habit.
Fastigiation - When branches become more or less parallel with the main stem.
Fenestrate - Pierced with holes.
Fertile glume - An old term for the lemma.
Fertile lemma - A lemma which subtends the female parts of the floret.
Fertile spikelet - A spikelet containing female flowers which possess pistils and are able to produce a fruit.
Fibrillar - Resembling a fine thread or filament.
Fid - Divided.
Filiform - Thread like.
Flabellate - Fan shaped, dilated in a wedge shape.
Flaccid - Limp, flabby.
Fleshy - To have a soft succulent texture or part.
Flexuous - Wavy.
Florescence – The series or group of flowers at the end of a shoot.
Floret - The structure formed from lemma, palea and flower.
Foliaceous - Having the texture or shape of a leaf.
Follicoid - With a pericarp that is soft and free.
Forked - Separated into two similar diverging parts.
Frill - A ruffled or crimped edge, or a superfluous ornament. 
Fringe - Hair-like appendages on the margin.
Fusiform - Spindle shaped, thick but tapering towards each end.
G
Geniculate - General term for abruptly bent to resemble the knee joint. Does not necessarily reflect the number of bends.
Gibbous - More convex in one place than another.
Glabrous - Without hairs.
Glaucous – Bluish-green.
Globose - Nearly spherical.
Glomerate - Collected loosely together into a head.
Glumaceous - Resembling the glumes.
Glumes - Empty scales which subtend a spikelet.
Groove - A longitudinal channel.
Gynodioecious - Dioecious, with some flowers hermaphrodite, others pistillate only on separate plants.
H
Habit - The general appearance of a plant.
Hairy - Having pubescence but with hairs that are separately distinguishable.
Hemispherical - Half sphere shaped.
Herb - A plant with no persistent stem above ground.
Herbaceous - A plant with the texture colour and properties of a herb or an organ that is grass green or yellow-green in colour or green and slightly fleshy, as opposed to faded, colourless and dry.
Hermaphrodite - Having the characters of both sexes i.e. having the stamens and pistils in the same flower.
Heteromorphic - Having organs differing in structure.
Hilum - The scar left on a caryopsis where formerly attached to the placenta.
Hirsute - Rough, hairy with long tolerably distinct hairs.
Hirtellous - Minutely hirsute.
Hispid - Beset with rough hairs or bristles.
Hispidulous - Minutely hispid.
Hyaline - Colourless or translucent, often confused with membranous.
I
Implicit - In which the character state is implied rather than directly described. 
Inconspicuous - Not readily seen due to size or colouring.
Indumentum - Any covering, for example hairs, comes from Latin meaning garment.
Indurate - Hard or hardened in texture, occasionally used interchangeably with coriaceous.
Inflated - To be puffed up or swollen.
Inflorescence - The structure in which spikelets are arranged on the plant, i.e. a species bearing branch or system of branches with no ordinary foliage leaves between the spikelets.
Intercarinal - The area between keels.
Internode - The space or portion of stem between two nodes.
Interrupted panicle - A panicle that gives the overall impression of having interruptions or "empty" areas along its length.
Involucre - Structures such as bristles, scales or barren spikelets that surround another structure, such as a fertile spikelet.
Involute - Having the edges of the leaves rolled inwards.
Irregular - Showing no regularity or pattern in form.
Isodiametric - Of equal dimensions.
K
Keeled - Having a ridge like the underside of a boat.
L
Lacunose – A surface that is covered with depressions or perforated with holes.
Lamellae - Thin plates or scales. (Referring to the leaf blade surface).
Lamina - The leaf blade or expanded part of a leaf.
Lanceolate - A narrow shape with curved sides tapering to a pointed end. Length to breadth ratio usually 3:1 to 6:1 corresponding to narrowly elliptic but often used with the same meaning as "narrowly ovate".
Lateral - Fixed on or near the side of a structure.
Laterally compressed spikelets - A spikelet that is compressed from the sides.
Lax - Loose and open.
Leafy - Full of leaves.
Lemma - The outer bract enclosing the flower.
Ligule - The thin scarious projection arising at the junction of sheath and blade, on the adaxial side.
Linear - Narrow, several times longer than wide, with two opposite sides parallel.
Lobed - Having rounded divisions to the margin of an organ.
Lodicule - A small scale located outside the stamens in the flower on the same side of the floret as the lemma.
Longitudinally - In the direction of the long axis.
M
Male spikelet - A spikelet containing male florets only.
Margin - The edge or boundary of a body.
Mat - Closely intertwined vegetation with roots and rhizomes intermixed.
Median line - The central line of a bilateral organ such as the midrib of a symmetrical leaf.
Membranous - Thin and semitransparent often confused with hyaline.
Midrib - The principle nerve in a leaf.
Monoecious - Having the stamens and pistils in separate flowers, but borne on the same individual.
Mucronate - Having a short, straight point.
Multilateral - Many sided.
Muricate - Rough with short and hard tubercular excrescences. (Referring to lower glume surface).
Muticous - Awnless.
N
Naked - Without covering i.e. pubescence.
Narrowly ovate - Narrowly egg shaped with the broader end basal.
Node - The part of the stem which normally bears a leaf, roots or tiller. The "knot" in a grass stem.
Nucoid - With a pericarp that is brittle and free. (Referring to the caryopsis).
O
Obconical - Conical but attached at the narrower end.
Oblanceolate - Tapering more towards the base than the apex.
Oblate - Almost circular but flattened above and below.
Obliquely - Slanting, or of unequal sides.
Oblong - Longer than broad, with nearly parallel sides. Obtuse or blunt at each end.
Obovate - Egg shaped with the broader end apical.
Obscure - Uncertain in affinity or distinctiveness, hidden.
Obsolete - An organ that is scarcely apparent.
Obtuse - Blunt or rounded at the end with an angle greater than 90 degrees.
Orbicular - Perfectly circular.
Ovary - The part of the pistil that contains the ovules, commonly referred to as the immature fruit.
Ovate - Egg shaped with the broader end basal.
P
Palea - The inner bract enclosing the flower.
Panicle - A loose open branched raceme.
Panicle axis - The stem continuing above the peduncle
Paniculate - Having a panicle or in the form of a panicle.
Papilla - A soft protuberance.
Papillose - Covered with soft protuberances.
Paucilateral - Few sided.
Pectinate - Comb shaped with narrow segments set close like the teeth of a comb.
Pedicel - The stalk of a spikelet.
Peduncle - General term for the stalk of an inflorescence.
Pendulous - Hanging like a pendent.
Penicillate - Hairy like an artists paintbrush.
Pentagonal - Having five angles.
Perennial - A plant which lasts several years, not perishing after flowering and fruiting. Characteristics of a perennial are stolons, rhizomes and old (burnt) sheaths from the previous years growth.
Pericarp - The wall of a fructified ovary.
Persistent - Not deciduous.
Petiole - A leaf stalk.
Phyllotaxy - The way in which leaves are arranged with regard to the axis.
Pilose - Hairy or having distinct hairs.
Pistil - The female organ of a flower consisting, when complete, of ovary, style and stigma.
Pith - The spongy centre of an exogenous stem, chiefly consisting of parenchyma cells.
Plano-convex - An organ that in cross section results in a shape that is flat on one side and convex on the other.
Plicate - Folded into pleats or furrows, usually lengthways.
Plumose - Feathered.
Pluri - Many, or several.
Pore - A small aperture.
Primary panicle - The main panicle or the panicle first to develop.
Principal - Primary, main, most important.
Pseudo - False.
Puberulous – A thin covering of hairs. Slightly hairy.
Pubescent - Covered in short soft hairs.
Punctate - Marked with dots, depressions or translucent glands.
Pungent - Terminating in a hard sharp point.
Pyramidal - Pyramid-shaped.
Pyriform - Resembling a pear in shape.
Q
Quadrangular - Having four angles.
R
Raceme - An unbranched inflorescence with spikelets borne on pedicels on alternate sides of the axis.
Racemose - Having racemes, or a raceme-like appearance.
Radiating - Spreading from or arranged round a common centre.
Recemlet - A second order raceme, i.e. a smaller raceme that is an integral component in the structure of a larger raceme.
Reticulate - Having a net-like appearance.
Retrorsely - Directed downwards as opposed to antrorsely.
Rhachilla - The axis of a spikelet.
Rhachis - The axis of an inflorescence, onto which spikelets are attached.
Rhizome - Stems developing below ground, bearing scale leaves and from which ascending stems can arise.
Rhomboid - Approaching a rhombic outline, quadrangular, with lateral angles obtuse.
Rib - A primary vein, especially the central longitudinal or midrib.
Ribbed - Having the primary or major veins standing proud of the surface.
Rostrate - Having a beak shape i.e. narrowing into a slender tip or point.
Rudiment - An imperfectly developed and functionally useless organ, also termed a vestige.
Rugose - Wrinkled, less extreme than corrugate.
S
Saccate - Bag or pouch shaped.
Sagittate - Arrowhead shaped i.e. having two equally sharp basal lobes facing downwards.
Scaberulous - Slightly rough to the touch (less so than scabrous).
Scabrous/scabrid - Rough to the touch on account of numerous minute prickles.
Scale - A reduced leaf or leaf sheath. A small flat structure.
Scanty - Lacking, meager or poorly supplied.
Scarious - Faded, colourless, thin, dry and membranous. Opposite to herbaceous.
Scutate - Having a shield shape.
Semiterete - Half a circle in transverse section, half-cylindrical.
Septate - Divided by a partition.
Sessile - Without a stalk.
Setaceous - Having a bristle-like appearance.
Setose - Bristly. Covered with stiff hairs.
Sheath - A tubular or enrolled lower part of the leaf in grasses.
Sinus - A recess or rounded curve between two projecting lobes.
Slender - Long and thin.
Solitary - Single, only one from the same place.
Sparse - Scattered.
Spathaceous - Spathe bearing, or of the nature of a spathe.
Spathate - Having a spathe.
Spathe - A broad flat bract (usually a leaf sheath) enclosing single or paired racemes.
Spatheole - A leaf-like structure that encloses or subtends, for example, a pair of racemes in Andropogoneae. 
Spiciform - Resembling a spike.
Spike - An inflorescence with the spikelets sessile on a common elongated axis.
Spikelet - A distichous arrangement of one or more florets subtended by a common pair of glumes. Florets are borne on a rhachilla.
Spinose - Spiny, having a sharp-pointed woody or hardened body.
Spinulose - To have small hard sharp points rather like thorns.
Spiral - As though wound round an axis.
Spreading - Having a gradually outward direction.
Spur - A thin solid or hollow extension of some part of an organ. (In reference to floret callus shape or upper glume gibbosity).
Stellate - Star shaped or radiating like the points of a star.
Sterile glume - An old term for what is now simply called the glume.
Stigma - The part of the pistil or style which receives the pollen.
Stipitate - Having a special stalk. (In reference to involucral base shape).
Stolon - Horizontal stem produced above ground that is able to root and produce shoots at the nodes.
Stout - Robust.
Style - The column-shaped part of the pistil between the ovary and stigma.
Subacute - Somewhat acute.
Subapical - Just below the apex.
Subcylindrical - Almost but not quite cylindrical in shape.
Subequal - Not quite equal.
Subtending - To extend under i.e. the leaf that supports a peduncle or a spathe that supports a raceme pair.
Subterete - Almost circular in transverse section.
Subulate - Tapering from a narrow or broad base to a fine point.
Suffrutescent - Slightly woody or obscurely shrubby.
Sulcate - A furrow or groove.
Sunken - Pressed down below the surface, immersed.
Synflorescence - The whole floral aggregation in a plant, i.e. the system of the main florescence with its co-florescence.
T
Tapering - Diminishing in diameter or width.
Tardily - Late, slow or delayed.
Tawny - A dull brown-yellow.
Terete - Circular in transverse section.
Terminal - Proceeding from or belonging to the end or apex.
Toroidal - Having a (swollen) ring shape, for example the shape of the callus on certain spikelets.
Translucent - Allows light to shine through or is imperfectly transparent.
Transversely - In the direction of the short axis.
Trapezoidal - Having an unsymmetrical four sided shape.
Triangular - Having three angles.
Trigonous - Having three angles with plane faces.
Trilobate - Having three lobes.
Trullate - Shaped like a kite or a brick layers trowel.
Truncate - Ending very abruptly as if cut off at the end.
Tuberculate - Beset with knobbly projections.
Turbinate - Cone shaped.
Turgid - To be swollen but not with air.
U
Umbonate - Having a convex elevation or boss in the centre.
Unilateral - One sided.
Urceolate - Having a pitcher like appearance, hollow and contracted at the mouth.
V
Vein - A strand of vascular tissue in a flat organ such as a leaf.
Venation - The arrangement of veins in an organ.
Vernation - The manner in which leaves are arranged within the leaf bud.
Verruculose - Very warty, covered with warts or elevations.
Vestigial - The remaining trace of an organ which was fully developed in some ancestral form.
Villous - Shaggy long weak hairs.
W
Wasted - Shrunken, unused, rejected and unproductive.
Whorl - The arrangement of organs in a circle around a central axis.
Winged - Having a membranous extension to an organ.
Woody - The appearance and texture of wood, hard and stiff.
Woolly - To be clothed in long dense curled hair.
Z
Zigzag - Having short bends or angles from side to side.

